COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES:

"This is a second course in a required two-course statistics sequence. The first course (Math 1105 or its equivalent), covers the basics of probability and statistics, and BA3300 builds on that material. It is assumed that the student is acquainted with the material in Math 1105, and basic use of a PC-Compatible computer, including navigating on the web, fundamental concepts of spreadsheets, and e-mail. Students will learn techniques used for relational analysis and business forecasting and how to apply them in a business context. Tools include Chi-Square tests of statistical independence; Analysis of variance; simple linear regression and correlation; multiple linear regression; and extrapolative techniques such as moving averages and exponential smoothing. Emphasis is placed on problem definition, construction of statistical models, analysis of data, and interpretation of results."

Prerequisites: 

BA1800, Math 1105, familiarity with basic statistics and PC-compatible computers, spreadsheets, email, use of the internet, mygateway and LiveClassroom Software(in mygateway).
Tentative GRADING:

Two onsite multiple choice Exams
400
300

Online open quizzes (10-11)

200
5-7 exercises



300

Original Research Project
 
100

Total points


             1000 

Required:

Recommended Text: Anderson, Sweeney, Williams, Statistics for Business & Economics (8th or 9th edn, used in Math 1105),  handouts & web materials. Use your virtual drive or flashdrive to save your work. Submit assignments by mygateway electronic dropbox, set up to print legibly to one page with your name and student number at the top. Most calculations will be done in EXCEL, but a calculator will still be useful. You don't need a complex statistical calculator.

Tentative  Schedule:

Approx. date
Topic







Text Reference (8th Edition)

Week 1

Overview, Live classroom software, review web browsers, Windows Explorer, VISTA & EXCEL 2007


Normal distribution and Standard Normal Distribution




Ch 6

Week 2

Descriptive Statistics and graphing in EXCEL





Ch 2

Week 3

Sampling Statistics, Central Limit Theorem, & confidence limits.



Ch 7



Normal vs. t distributions, Normsdist function, One sample T test



Ch 8, Ch 9

Weeks 4&5
comparison of sample means, controlled experiments,




Ch 10



Correcting for other effects. Hypothesis testing and paired difference experiments.
Ch 11



Comparison of sample variances through F tests, Type II errors and Beta 


(p 365)

Week  6

Analysis of Variance (ANOVA), Fisher LSD





Ch 13



October 10, Multiple choice EXAM (onsite)
Weeks 8&9
Simple Correlation and Linear Regression, Rand Function (p283)



Ch 14

Weeks  10&11
multiple regression,  Model Building and Quality




Ch. 15, 16

Weeks 12-15 
Categorical Analysis Chi Square tests of independence




Ch 12



Simpson’s paradox exposition using Pivottables





NIB



Time series, indexes and Forecasts






Ch. 17, 18

Week 15,
Last class Wednesday, Dec 5
No assignments accepted after the last class, Dec 5.



A few administrative issues ("The Rules"): 

Attendance at Classes: 

No grade will be assigned for attendance directly, but the quizzes, exams and exercises do a pretty good job of weeding out people who aren't interested enough to attend or review the recorded class sessions. My philosophy on exam questions is that if it is important enough to put on an exam, it's important enough to cover in class. The book is likely to be much less focused and material in the book that isn't covered in class won't be on exams.  Exams follow very much what is covered in class, and much of the material is either not treated in the book, or has a different approach. It is very difficult to get a passing grade in this course if you skip classes.  There is no make-up tutoring for people who can't make it to class.  If you miss a class, you can review the recorded session.

Computer Exercises: 

My vision for this course is to evolve it into a hands-on learning experience rather than a lecture-exam format. To achieve this, everyone must do their own assignments.  Drop Dead dates for the assignments allow extra time for the myriad difficulties inherent in technological pursuits (i.e. %$#@! computers), illness, and other delays. Plan to  finish and turn in assignments before these "drop-dead" dates to avoid getting zeroes for late and missing assignments. Late assignments won't be accepted or will be discounted unless there is prior permission. All Exercises will be graded based on solving the problems and using good worksheet techniques.

Assignments will be submitted via the mygateway dropbox  set up to be one-page printouts that are legible but compact with your name and student number at the top of the sheet. The organization is important to facilitate grading and there will be severe penalties for sheets that are too spread out or disorganized or lacking proper identification.
Extra credit is sometimes awarded for doing something novel on one of the regular assignments. Extra credit isn’t awarded to people who don’t complete the basic assignments.

Working together

May be useful, but learning from each other doesn't work very well unless you actually do the exercises yourself and understand what's going on. Consult with others, but generate your own data and submit only your own work. Exercises are designed to be personalized to some degree to encourage this.  Evidence that assignments were not generated independently will result in penalties for all the collaborators. Cheating by turning in someone else's work as your own, or facilitating someone else's fraud will result in formal University disciplinary action, including expulsion. 
Exams

Are onsite and proctored. They cover books, lectures, supplemental readings, handouts and exercises. Exams are closed book but allow one sheet of notes. No make-up exams or switching sections without prior permission. A grade of zero will be assigned for exams missed without prior consent. You are expected to know definitions and terms.  Study groups are beneficial. 

Exams and Computer exercises are designed and analyzed to detect copying and other cheating (see collegecheating.com).  Cheating on exams or assignments is not tolerated and will result in formal University disciplinary action, including expulsion. 
Reporting final grades:  

Grade breaks are at 90, 80, 70, and 60, with few pluses and minuses as I believe they penalize good students Exams and exercises aren't graded or returned unless you are registered in the course. Final grades are reported online and on time and accessible on the web. Please do not call me about your final grade. I don't carry the detail around with me. After exams I usually have to catch up on other things and will probably not be very accessible by phone in between sessions.  If you want, or need, more detail, E-mail me so I can send you a copy and paste from my grade sheet. Computer skills are a part of the computer course that is a prerequisite to this course.

Grades are not adjusted after the end of the semester by turning in missing, revised or "extra credit" assignments.

Excused grades are available until the last drop day.  After that, the grade assigned reflects performance.  Excused grades are not available to students caught cheating.

Delayed Grades 

On rare occasions, a delayed grade is assigned because an extraordinary circumstance prevents a student who is doing well from completing some requirement by the time grades are due.  Example- someone delivers a baby on the day of the last exam and makes a reasonable judgment call to do it at the hospital instead of while taking the exam.   Delayed grades are not an open opportunity to procrastinate on assignments, get more time to study for exams, or try again for free when things aren't going well.

Course Evaluation: 

This course is important to me, and I want to make it better. I learn a lot by teaching this course and from student suggestions.  Written comments are much more useful than the summary statistics I get from filled in bubbles. The comments you write on the course evaluations don't get to me until months after grades are in and are anonymous, so you should feel comfortable to write what you think.  I routinely share these comments with my area coordinator ("boss") Dr. Robert Nauss.  If you would rather make a comment to him directly, his E-mail address is robert_nauss@umsl.edu   

Exams are onsite and proctored. Multiple Choice Exams are closed book and computer, one page (2-sides) notes.  Don't bring books or other papers.


All exercises are individual effort only. Cheating will result in formal University disciplinary action and possible expulsion from the University. Excused grades available until the last drop day. Letter grade breaks are expected to be around 90, 80, 70, 60%. With borderline grades resolved by quality of the research report.
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STUDENT DATA CARD:


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�Course, Section time


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�Name,   Student Number


Previous experience with online courses?


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�Do you have access to a computer at home? *MS Office? 2007?  Vista? level of Computer expertise?


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�e-mail address


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�Phone Numbers


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�Major, year,


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�Completed BA1800,MA1105, with C or better?


�SYMBOL 215 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�Special interests,  What do you use statistics for now?  What do you hope to be able to do as a result of this course?








T-day Break Nov 19-21,  EXC grades available until Last drop Day 








BA3300 - Business Statistics—Fall, 2007—Online Version


Dr.  Bud Banis CCB 230 314-516-6136  off campus 636-394-4950  use BA3300@budbanis.com or include "ba3300" in the email subject line for email related to this course.  Website: www.umsl.edu/~banisr








Labor Day Sep 3








